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INTRODUCTION 

Culture and literature of a society is one of the important features of a 

national identity. Culture composed of subcategories.one of which is the work of 

authors and poets. Study of poems is a growing place of society's thoughts and it's 

one of the dimensions of public culture. Analyzing of these factors is important in 

that they're indicators of culture, customs, beliefs and manners of the society1. 

The goal of this research is to find the national and religious identity of our 

country in one of the literary work. Therefore the main question of this research 

would be: " into what extent the Iranian and Islamic identity is transparent in Kalim 

Kashani's poems?" to answer this question, after defining the main concepts such 

as national and Islamic identity and features such as national and religious identity, 

we analyze the subject based on national and religion features2. 

Definition of the concepts 

1. National identity    

National identity is "a set of positive tendencies and theories toward elements 

and patterns that produce identity and can unify it as a political unity around every 

country.  

Abstract: Identity as a word and abstract subject and like all mental concepts has been always 

questionable.  Linguists had been exercising enough care in defining it and they avoid stating an 

exact, comprehensive definition. It could be found from these definitions that Iranian identity is " 

a set of national, religion and human values that are composed of historical (historical identity), 

geographical (water and soil), political, religion, cultural and also linguistic and literary dimensions. 

(Like music, folklore,). Among different features of identity, we choose two of them in order to 

analyze Kalim poems: 1.National features include: conventions, customs, and belief of common 

people, myths, geographical properties, proverbs, Iranian person and history of Iran. 2. Religion 

features include: religious concepts and expressions, religious name and places, Islamic 

ceremonies and words impressionability and their reliability to Quran verses. 

Key words: Iranian Identity, Islamic Identity, Kalim Kashani's Poems 
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Miler believes that national identity has these qualities: 

1."Dynamism and adaptability toward time and place 

2. The ability to overcome personal identity or small personal identities or that 

of others. 

3. it's a historical category that appears in the path of historical incidents3. 

 

 2. National identity features 

     Some consider language as the most important features of national 

identity4. "The main characteristics of language are its impact on making 

gregarious solidarity. They also considered language as one of the effective 

features of personality of nation5. 

Some consider culture and some consider history as the fundamental and the 

main concept of national identity. 

 

3. Religion features 

     From the beginning, religions had a positive and influential role on human 

being in making civic and social identity6. If this claim is acceptable that religions 

had a significant effect on culture making, it's based on the assumption that among 

the human culture making elements, religion has a determinant role7. In other 

words, religious culture can be inhaling, booster and culture making. Religious 

issues include: expressions, rituals and ceremonies, religious time and places, the 

Saints, verses, it had been pointed out to some of them8. 

1.3. Impressionability of words and their reliability to Quran verses 

 

1.1.3 The Wood of Hell 

"The wood of Hell" is a Quran's verse that this famous poet pointed out in his 

poems based on Quran's instructions. What do us do except unburden in hell, we 

who have not in possession any merchandise but waterlogged firewood .This verse 

pointed out to some Quran's verses like this:   

"Those who disbelieve, neither their properties nor their offspring will avail 

them whatsoever against Allah; and it is they who will be fuel of the Fire."  

 

2.3.1 The jealousy of Joseph brothers 

In this verse Kalim indicates to the jealousy of the Joseph brothers toward him 

and to that they had ominous plot for him.  

This subject also pointed out in Quran: 

   ]"So when they had gone off with him and agreed that they should put him 

down at the bottom of the pit, and We revealed to him: You will most certainly 

inform them of this their affair while they do not perceive."  

 

3.1.3 Jesus inhaling 
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The following verse states about Jesus inhaling and it's allusion to the miracle 

of Jesus Christ that refers to the following verse: 

"And I heal him who was born blind, and the leper, and I bring the dead to life 

by Allah's Leave."   

 

4.1.3 The Letter of Acts 

In Quran it states as such: 

Read your book. You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against you this 

Day      .The letter of Acts is one of the Quranic concepts that this poet indicated to 

and there are different verses in Quran that refers book to "The Letter of Acts" 

3.1.6 Revelation 

"Revelation" means "to expose, making public". It used twice in Quran. Once 

it's about the day that reveals and shows off. The other is about the God's 

revelation that's used a lot in Theosophy, especially theosophy literature. 

“Oh my heart, do not you contemplate emigration from this body,  

You are a butterfly, but I do not know why you should not have wings”9. 

“Are you not destined to leave for your home? 

Oh you despondent ember, have you not the zeal to spark?”  

 

3.2 Expressions and concepts related to religious concepts: 

3.2.1 Namaz (Muslims prayer) 

3.2.2 Doomsday 

3.2.3 Vozoo-Tayammom (Muslims customs before their prayer) 

3.2.4 Rosary and Sajjadeh 

3.2.5 Sin 

3.2.6 Lawful and illegal (in Islam) 

3.2.7 Faith 

3.2.8 Rostrum  

3.2.9 Martyrdom 

3.2.10 Bribe 

3.2.11 Ghadr Night 

3.2.12 Cheleh Neshini (40days prayer) 

It means that human be careful in remembering God and being busy in 

worshiping Him. He should leave anything unnecessary that because his mind 

distraction as much as possible and he should remember God and obey Him with 

his entire mind. 

3.2.13 the Creation 

3.2.14 Death 

3.3 Religious ceremonies and Eids 

3.3.1 Ramadan 

3.3.2 Iftar3.3.3 Eid al-Fetr3.3.4 Al Moharam 

3.4.7 Hazrat Mohammad 

Hazrat Ali 

3.4.9 Emmam Housein 
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3.4.10 Evil 

3.4.11 Angels 

3.4.12 Tooba Tree3.4.11 Meraj  

3.4.15 Jesus 

3.4.16 Moses 

3.4.17 Solomon 

3.4.18 Heaven 

From the point of view of national identity, it has been pointed out to features 

such as Fatherland, Myths, Iranian ceremonies, Norooz, tribes, beliefs and public 

expressions, Iranian figures, geographical properties and proverbs. In this research 

we just stopped by bringing some examples for each10. 

 

1.4 Rituals and customs 

1.1.4 Saying myth at the time of sleeping 

One of the ancient rituals was storytelling at nights. It was the tradition of 

elders and kings that they were told myths on their bedsides. This custom is still 

alive among the mountaineer. Saying myths at nights was very common11. In 

Arabic "Mosamereh" is derived from the root "Samareh" and it means "Spending 

nights with saying myths" 12. 

1.2.4 Gleaning 

"Gleaners were people who went to farm before the farmers and along with 

folks. Sheep ate the leftovers of what saved under the "Erdas" and gleaners 

gathered the seeds which were left from the grip in the ground. In the mountains 

every gleaner were gained half to one kilo of the clusters12.  

 

3.1.4 Roonama 

Roonama tradition is common when a girl marries.it means that the bride's 

father in law gives her a gift.in ancient times ,in some regions the brides were given 

cow,sheep,etc. gifts which were given after the wedding by the groom's relatives is 

also called Roonama. 

 

4.1.4 Candle 

Nowadays most of Iranian people lit a light on the tomb of their deceased 

relatives. It's done often on Friday night especially in the last Friday of the year. In 

ancient times they lit a candle on tomb. This candle is called "Lehd candle or tomb 

candle or Boraqi candle. 

 

5.1.4The First-Fruit 

First-fruit refers to every fruit which is recently delivered to the market. Many 

of families have tendency to eat the first-fruits 

 

2.4 Iranian ceremonies and celebrations 
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1.2.4 Spring and Norooz 

2.2.4 Applying Henna by women in Norooz 

 

3.4 belief of the common people 

1.3.4Believing in fate 

2.3.4 Fairy (Pari) 

Some known it as Jinn but in the imagination of the common people Fairy is a 

female and they describe it more subtle that Jinn. Fairy is very beautiful and 

sometimes is used in the equivalent of angle a Houri. 

Fairy in ancient Iran is from Demiurge and is the enemy of earth, water and 

plant. She fights with the God of rain to bring drought. Fairy is rubbish just like the 

angle while Devil and Demiurge are black. 

 

4.3.3. Admiring the tomb 

"When a tomb is carried, tradesmen stop working and close their shops and 

they take some steps by the tomb and touch it.they pray for the dead person and 

come back. Put the tomb on their shoulders and following it for seven steps is 

considered a merit (In Islam). 

4.3.4 Calamity 

4.3.5 Misery 

4.3.6 Owl 

Owl is ominous and lives in ruin places and sings. Whenever an owl sings it 

announce the message of someone's death." If an owl sings, someone will die for 

sure12. 

4.3.7 The harmony of milk and Sugar  

The harmony of foods and their disharmony is prevalent for common people. 

For example Melon has no harmony with honey. (Eating them together is 

dangerous) or yogurt and vinegar have no harmony or red meat and milk but milk 

and sugar have harmony. 

 

4.3.8. Serpent and treasure 

There's a serpent on the path of every treasure. Whenever there's a treasure, 

there's a serpent too. Serpent encompasses the treasure. The glamour in the 

shape of picture or writing (spell) that's used by witch on the picture, keep it safe 

from robbery. 

 

4.3.9 Keeping away from Evil eye 

One of the important belief in public culture is the harm that's believed to be 

caused by impact of someone's looking. It's called Evil eye. 

 

4.3.10 to oath 

It's one of the behavior of the Iranian is oath that's used when a person want 

to make promise with the other or want to assure him the truth of his words.in 
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order to prove his innocence he pour some brimstone in water. Therefore for 

everyone to believe his words, he was ready to risk his life.   

4.4.1 Rostam and Rakhsh 

4.4.2 Sohrab the Son of Rostam 

4.4.3 Fereydoon 

4.4.4 Enqa 

4.4.5 Qaf 

4.4.6 Yalda night 

4.4.7 Homa 

4.4.8 Dragon 

4.5 Proverb 

4. 6 Common expression 

4.7 Trick 

 

4.7.1 Washing the mouth 

After drinking alcohol, worshippers or insincere washed their mouth and then 

established their prayer. 

 

4.7.2 Pouring water in milk 

While selling milk, some people mix it with water and then sell it." Good or 

bad person's milk has an impact on the behavior, salvation and habits of children. 

For example it's said as curse that: damn on your milk… one the mother who gave 

you her milk or it can be said as prasing: "Bravo to the pure milk that he drank." 

 

4.7.3 Laying ax lazily 

When the worker didn’t want to work because of laziness, he harmed himself 

to stop working for some days. There are many example of this in myths. 

4.8 Iranian person 

There are many great people in different areas like art, society, and poem and 

so on. 

4.8.1 Mani 

4.8.2 Mirza Mohammad Amin Shahrestani known by his pen name Rouhollah 

Amin.  

Rouhollah is the pen name of Mohammad Shahrestani Isfahani. In poets mind 

his name is famous for Mirjomleh Shahrestani. He's one of the honorable Sadat of 

Shahrestan and is one of the most famous poet in the time of Kalim. He went to 

India when he was young. 

In the above material, many citations have been cited to the poems of Kalim 

Kashani. These poems have been presented totally here.    

“In the very commotion, the angles tore apart the book of our deeds out of 

fear” 13. 
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“The writer of our deeds does not set about writing anymore, for full of 

obscene deeds is our book” 13. 

“Oh my heart, do not you contemplate emigration from this body,  

You are a butterfly, but I do not know why you should not have wings”. 

“Are you not destined to leave for your home? 

Oh you despondent ember, have you not the zeal to spark? 

“I could not touch his threshold in my forehead in a prostration. 

I do not prostrate any longer in my prayers. 

“Noah left his nation to the tempest, though; this sea of grace exacts 

retribution on the tempest for its sins upon nation on doomsday” 12. 

“Dry ablution is not permitted in his sanctum, but ablution can be done in his 

breeze” 13. 

“There rest on the leaf, dewdrops, just as the beads of a torn chaplet on a 

prayer carpet”. 

“The rain washed away the grimy fate, the filth washed away the sins”. 

“If wine is haram without you, imbibers will not drink, for they want halal 

pleasure”. 

 

3.2.7 Faith 

“Your altar’s pose broke the bow of faith’s arm, and responded prayers put an 

arrow in this bow, ready to fly”12. 

 

3.2.7 Rostrum 

“In the day of his coronation on this kingly throne, though the sermon and the 

pulpit have prospered”. 

 

3.2.9 Martyrdom 

“Should you wish a higher rung than martyrdom, try to die of thirst besides 

the water”. 

 

3.2.10 Bribe 

“It bribed your arrow with its wings and feathers, 

 To the trap of your eyes, are there any other birds falling?” 

 

3.2.11. Ghadr night 

“The moment the dip pen writes the narration of his Ghadr, is when it brings 

the darkness of Ghadr night as a pencil”. 

“In this nook of the village, time has cloistered me, scandalous imbiber of 

thirty days, like ascetics” 12. 

“We are ignorant of the beginning and the end of the universe, 

The beginning and the end of this book is discarded”. 

 

3.2.12 Death 

“Death is bitter and life is thoroughly troublesome, 
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 Neither heads, nor tails of what universe does, is pleasant”. 

 

3.3 Religious ceremonies and Eids 

3.3.1 Ramadan 

“Faster gets more of grace of God’s mercy, thirsty clay relishes excess of 

water”. 

 

3.3.2 Iftar 

“By poverty and mortality, the indulgent in earthly pleasures gets the grace 

that the glutton earns from Ramadan” 13. 

 

3.3.3 Eid al-Fetr 

“The crescent of Eid opened his arms to bid farewell to fasting,  

Prudence and piety put set foot on the stirrup of dismissal”. 

 

3.3.4 Al Moharam 

“Like the crescent of Eid, my concern is to forget sadness,  

I am not to refresh people’s wounds like Moharam”. 

 

3.4 Names and places 

3.4.1 Hijaz 

“Oh my heart, if Kalim embarks on leaving India, you shall not find his melody 

discordant, for this is the melody of Hijaz”. 

 

3.4.2 Mekka 

“Superiority of Ramadan among other days is the same as excellence of 

Mecca among cities”. 

 

3.4.3 Medina 

“From Medina to Najaf, thorn bush of the desert, offers its source of grace to 

pedestrians”. 

 

3.4.4 Najaf 

“In the root of every hair, you have dormant Yazid and still you wistfully sigh 

of yearning for Karbala”. 

 

3.4.5 Hazrat Mohammad 

“Mostafa’s threshold is the ascent of angels, who that is chosen by reality, is 

given guidance through afflatus”. 

Hazrat Ali 

“Ali’s name is mostly accompanied by immense, 

Behold, in truth’s discourse, glorification of the king of guardians”. 
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3.4.6 Emmam Housein 

“How many of concealed pearls did the diver of my soul, offered as an 

ablation for praise of the king of Karbala” (ibid. p.323) 

“out of destitution, ascetic has spawned a hundred times, here and there, his 

religion, that is sold for the world and his faith that is taken by the Satan”. 

  

3.4.7 Angels 

The auspiciousness of your reverence has bestowed Gabriel entrance to 

harem, the destiny of dwellers is nothing but a line of refuge” “Angeles have 

covered your roof with their wings; their stamina has wondered the cosmos”. 

3.4.8 Tooba Tree 

“On the threshold of his magnificence, the stick of the doorkeeper is given by 

the cosmos to block the way and by Rizvan from a branch of Tooba”. 

 

3.4.9 Meraj 

“Many a palace which’s crown the firmament gives you, while your celebrity is 

being conversed in Meraj”. 

 

3.4.10 Jesus 

“Toward Jesus, to the firmament should go, The Christ of the time when he 

leaves this muddy place”. 

 

3.4.11 Moses 

“Never climbs down Mosaic rung of Toor, A blind man who founds a staff in 

these times” (ibid. p.589) 

 

3.4.12 Solomon 

“How can I write a eulogy for King Solomon, when I cannot even describe his 

ant”? 

 

3.4.13heaven  

“The heaven is just like fair-mindedness of human-being, be of good cheer, 

for this garden has been bequeathed by the father to his sons”. 

“Oh you preacher, I have greatly neglected your conditions 

Shut your mouth, for tales make me doze off”. 

“The verve of my desire never stopped me from seeking; I was a reaper when 

I had a harvest”. 

“Kalim, in this spring who is grateful, has unveiled his face for the sake of thorn 

bush”. 

“What do I do except take Kalim to desert, I want a candle for Majnoon’s 

grave”. 

“Kalim does not expect his sighs to take effect, yes; burnt palm does not bear 

first-fruits”. 
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“Early spring wind has brought the garden good news, and for the 

nightingales, a source of tunes and leaves”. “You too, paint your claws with wine; 

for once again, the fall has hennaed hands of the bride of foliage”  

“When God’s providence is exacted, catastrophes will happen whether you 

want it or not”. 

“Your eyes will be like a gallery, when you shut them while you are watching 

angelics of the realm of fantasy”. 

“Colorful tears, wound of regret, wound of pretender’s jealousy,  

Oh, what a ceremony of flowers I have put before the coffin of desire”. 

“The dullness of the fate has gone so far that the rising star can brine a 

wound”. 

 

4.3.4 Calamity  

“Not only are we agonized by the gloomy fate, wherever we saw an 

enlightened man, he was a candle for this night”. 

“They critiqued me on both worlds; dimness of my fate washed away my 

brined wound”. 

“How should I be a freeloader of the owl in the ruins, I who can make a house 

out of the stones of incidents”? 

“You want taste the sweetness of disaster in your heart, if you are not allied 

with sadness, like milk is with sugar”. 

“Like a snake dwelling on his treasure, man is a beggar, if he is devoid of trust 

in God’s mercy”. 

“What is with all the animosity, Far be the evil eye, his heart did sympathize, 

though mine was burnt a thousand times”. 

“Far be the evil eye, for the mess of my life, our shed has to be mortgaged to 

get the house of the saddle”. 

“God protects our preacher from the evil eye, for he has a flaming breath and 

a pulpit of dry wook”. 

“If liberated man has to take an oath, he swears to his head which he never 

wears a turban on. 

 

4.4.1 Rostam and Rakhsh 

“Rakhsh, the horse of that Rostam-hearted hero, was defeated only by an 

elephant, for it laid itself sacrifice before the knight of all the battles”. 

 

4.4.2 Sohrab, the son of Rostam 

“It is beneficial not to drink panacea of this world, what benefit can be better, 

for because of this Sohrab’s name wend down in history”. 

 

4.4.3 Fereydoon 
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“Everyone who saw his Fereydoonian splendor has borne witness to his house 

of magnificence”. 

 

4.4.4 Enqa 

 

“Recession of poverty never lessened the pride of humility; I have an ambition 

of phoenix-like flight in my bit of straw”. 

 

4.4.5 Qaf 

“If you have the stamina, on battle’s day, when mount Qaf stands before you”  

 

4.4.6 Yalda night 

“Beneficence of your ringlet may be a collar around my neck, for that is how 

you can be aware of every heart’s welfare”. 

 

4.4.7 Homa 

“He who is content never grieves for his living; Homa is never left without 

bones”. 

 

4.4.8 Dragon 

“How can every coward prosper by frugality, yes, poverty is browbeating this 

dragon’s treasure”.   

 

4.5 Proverb 

“Leave now you ignorant man, what grace can come from a mentor of no 

wisdom; can a blind man ever guide another blind man??”  

 

4.6 Common expression 

“You may never sew a sack for fortune’s promises, if a dormant man speaks, 

he is unaware of it”. 

  “Ascetic laid his head on the wine bowl, for he was very accustomed to wet 

his mouth”. 

“I saw no sign of righteousness in this world, its dawn was factual, but it had 

water in the milk”. 

“I am not idle; I try and find something to do, for if I get my hands off my head, 

I will bludgeon my leg with axe”. 

“Neither Egypt, nor Syria, nor Baghdad, nor Tabriz has the harvest of this gold-

bearing land”. 

“In the gallery, the painter, Maani’s art, if the arena of his battle unfolds”. “The 

king of the wisdom land, Rouh-al-Amin, the man whose capture has made the taste 

of time moderat” 12, 13. 

 

DISCUSSION 
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     Literature of a society is one of the most important features of national 

identity. Poet and authors work are one of them. Studying their works is important 

in that they're indicators of culture, custom, belief and manners of the society14. In 

national and religious areas it shows to what extent people are faithful to each of 

these two identities and their features. Religious issues are more transparent in 

poems because they have been widely incorporated with people's lives. Kalim 

Kahani's poems are not excluding of this fact. Considering the Safavi times and the 

important of religion at that time15. These kinds' religious expressions became 

transparent. Religious features considerable in the book of Kalim Kashani's poems 

are: The impact of Quran, religious expressions and rituals, Shia religious names 

and places and behavior issues. Among these national identity features, it's 

pointed out to customs, Norooz, Myths, belief of common people, common 

expressions, Fatherland, geographical features and Iranian person. 
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